Let’s look at some Scriptures that deal with the “firstborn.” 
The firstborn was the first son born into a family. Adam and 
Eve’s firstborn was Cain. Isaac and Rebekah’s firstborn was 
Esau. God rejected Cain and Esau and accepted Abel and 
Jacob. The firstborn is that which we bring by our own ef¬ 
forts. When we are bom into this world, we are bom natu¬ 
rally first and then spiritually. You are first bom of the flesh, 
and when you are “bom again,” you are born of the Spirit. 
First comes the natural and then the spiritual. The word Esau 
means ‘red’ or ‘hairy,’ and Jacob means ‘the replacer.’ God 
said, “Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated” (Rom. 
9:13, Mai. 1:2-3). God hates the old nature of sin that is 
typified by Esau, but God loves the ‘replacer’ or the new na¬ 
ture. God said, “I will put a new spirit within you” (Ezek. 
11:19). “If any man be in Christ, he is a new creation” (II 
Cor. 5:17). So, the Bible speaks of the old man and the new 
man. The old man is what we are by nature; the new man is 
what we are by grace. God rejects the old man, the firstborn, 
and accepts the new man, or second-bom. The firstborn be¬ 
ing slain represents man in his nature of sin. “The wages of 
sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). The old man must give way to the 
new man. May we marvel at the wisdom of our God! 
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The tenth plague is the last one, and we need the clear un¬ 
derstanding of the meaning of the firstborn before we can com¬ 
prehend this plague. Instructions were given to Moses regard¬ 
ing the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread before 
this tenth plague came. It was only through the application of 
tne blood of the lamb that Israel was spared from the Death 
Angel. Further instructions were given to Moses and Aaron 
as recorded in chapter 13: 

“Thou shalt set apart unto the Lord all that 
openeth the matrix, and every firstling that someth 
of a beast which thou hast; the males shall be the 
Lord's. 

And every firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem 
with a lamb; and if thou wilt not redeem it, then thou 
shalt break his neck: and all the firstborn of man 
among thy children shalt thou redeem 

Exodus 13:12-13 

Redemption is the theme of the Book of Exodus. God 
redeemed Israel from bondage. The word “redeem” means 
to loose or ‘buy back by paying a price ransom. ’ The Egyp- 
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serve Me: and if thou refuse to let him go, behold I 
will slay thy son, even thy firstborn” 

Verse 23 

And He did. 


Remember Jacob blessed Ephraim, the second-born, more 
han M^asseh the firstborn. The firstborn is the natural man, 
the second-bom, the spiritual man. God does this throughout 
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he may not make the son of the beloved firstborn 
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ogy is not to be reckoned after the birthright. For 
Judah prevailed above his brethren, and of him came 
the chief ruler; but the birthright was Joseph’s).” 

/ Chronicles 5:1-2 

That Scripture speaks volumes if we have the understand- 
™ ceive lL Reuben was naturally entitled to the birth¬ 
right, but he was not spiritually qualified. The birthright in¬ 
volves spiritual worth, not just lineal descent. This is a key to 
understanding more of the ways of God. The Scriptures ex¬ 
plain themselves. 

The same principle is seen in / Chronicles 26:10: 

“Also Hosah, of the children ofMerari, had sons; 
bimn the chief (for though he was not the firstborn, 
yet his father made him the chief). ” 

So the blessings of the firstborn are given to the ones who 
are spiritually worthy. Joseph proved the most obedient of 
the twelve sons of Jacob. The firstborn does not refer to time 
as much as it does to rank. 

; he f lrstborn P° sition also signifies authority. Remember 
the Lord was the firstborn Himself. The firstborn is in a posi- 
tion of exahafion. Jesus is called the “only begotten Son” of 
the Father (Jn. 3:16), and in all things, He must have the 
preeminence (Col. 1:18). He takes priority. 

“A lso I will make him My firstborn, higher than 
the kings of the earth. ” 

Psalms 89:27 

The firstborn is entitled to a position of greatness. Isn’t 
Jesus Christ called the King of kings, and Lord of lords? This 
Psalm describes the greatness of our Lord. Our Lord Jesus is 
ikened unto Joseph. Joseph means ‘God will add another ’ 
and his younger brother was Benjamin. Jesus is called the 
jirsworn among many brethren” (Rom. 8:29). 


4:2)1 How man Y are willing to bow low before Him? God 
can teach us so much through the natural. So the firstfruits 
were especially the Lord’s. When God said, “Israel is my 
firstborn,” He meant that this people were going to be the 
cream of the crop.” They were to be in a position of author¬ 
ity over all nations, that through them ail the nations of the 
earth would be blessed. 

“They shall come with weeping, and with suppli¬ 
cations will I lead them: I will cause them to walk by 
the rivers of waters in a straight way, wherein they 
shall not stumble: for I am a father to Israel, and 
Ephraim is my first bom. ” 

Jeremiah 31:9 

Israel is not only called the firstborn, he is called the 
firstfruits unto God. 

“Israel was holiness unto the Lord, and the 
firstfruits of his increase: all that devour him shall 
of end; evil shall come upon them, saith the Lord.” 

Jeremiah 2:3 

These are principles that we must lay hold on. 

The firstfruits, then, are the first to become ripe. Natural 
Israel was the firstborn son of God; but the Church is likened 
unto the replacer, Jacob. Because they rebelled against God, 
He set them aside, to turn unto the Gentiles to take out from 
among them a people for His Name (Acts 15:14). Israel is still 
to be blessed, yet the blessing will not be as great as for the 
glorious Church. 

The firstborn was connected with the males only Why'? 
The male speaks of headship or the spirit; the female is the 
soul. In Revelation 14, the 144,000 with the Lamb on Mount 
Zion having the Father’s Name written on their foreheads, the 
only ones who could sing the song, who were “redeemed from 
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Let your loins he girded about , and your lights 
burning; And ye yourselves like unto men that wait 
on their lord, when he will return from the wedding; 
that when he cometh and knocketh, they may open 
unto him immediately. Blessed are those servants 
whom the lord when he cometh shall find watching* 
verify I say unto you, that he shall gird himself and 
make them to sit down to meat, and will come forth 
and serve them. And if he shall come in the second 
watch, or come in the third, and find them so, blessed 
are those servants. 

And this know, that if the goodman of the house 
had known what hour the thief would come, he would 
have watched, and not have suffered his house, to be 
broken through. Be ye therefore ready also: for the 
Son of man cometh at an hour when ye think not. ” 

Luke 12:34-40 

This is one of Jesus’ parables. The Hebrews had four 
watches - the evening watch, the midnight watch, the 
cockcrowmg watch and the morning watch. The evening 

n m ? U T 6 V 10 9p m ; the "knight watch from 9 
p.m. to midnight; the cockcrowing watch from midnight to 3 

a.m.; and the morning watch from 3 a.m. to 6 a.m. If the Lord 

finds us watching from the midnight watch to the cockcrowing 
watch, we will be blessed. ® 


(c So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with 
hun, came unto the outside of the camp in the be¬ 
ginning of the middle watch (midnight to cockcrow¬ 
ing); and they had but newly set the watch: and they 
blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers that were 
in their hands. ” 

Judges 7:19-20 

This is a very meaningful story as to what will happen at 
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midnight. The midnight hour is when the thief comes. Look 

back at Luke 12, wherein Jesus tells us who the thief is - the 
Son of Man. 

What happened at midnight in Egypt? The firstborn were 
slam. That means they were moved out of the earthly realm. 
When someone dies, their spirit and soul go either to Para¬ 
dise or to the place where wicked spirits go. The firstborn in 
Egypt were slain at midnight, and that is a picture of how 
God’s firstfruits are going to be moved literally from this realm 
and transported into the heavenly realm. There is going to be 
a breaking up of the “house.” The church is called a house or 
the household of God. The midnight thief is coming. The 
goodmen (the ministry) should have been watching and pre¬ 
paring others to watch and pray, but instead they have been 
s eeping. When the midnight hour came, there was a rushing 
and trimming of the lamps, but only those who were ready 
went m - the five wise virgins. The 144,000 were virgins: 
pure in heart, separated unto God. 

The Word says the firstborn were slain in Egypt and there 
was a great cry in the land. What is the evidence of death? A 
body without the spirit and soul. When Jesus arose from the 
dead, what happened to Him? They did not find His body but 
they found evidence - His burial clothes were there. They 
were as if He slipped out of them. That was a tremendous 
witness. Do you know what is going to cause alarm? When 
God removes the Firstfruit company from this earth, the only 
evidence there will be that they are gone is that they have 
slipped out of their clothing. This world is going to let out a 
ciy. Not only the natural world (economical and political), 
but this religious world is going to get a shock! The news 
media will try to quiet this news down. How are WE going to 

fece this hour? All of this is given in miniature form in the 
Book of Exodus. 

But at midnight also, judgment came upon the Egyptians’ 
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made real to us as we see the value of the Blood of Jesus 
Never forget the Blood! 

“Andthey overcame him (the Devil) by the Blood 
of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony ....” 

Revelation 12:11 

Let us daily confess the power of the Blood. Daily stay 
under the Blood. God said, “When I see the blood, I will 
pass over you” (Ex. 12:13). 

w , Wh f n ISiael >eft Egypt ’ the >' did not leave a poor people 
What did they take with them when they left Egypt? 

“And I will give this people favour in the sight of 
the Egyptians: and it shall come to pass, that, when 
y e go, ye shall not go empty: But every woman shall 
borrow of her neighbour, and ofherthatsojourneth 
in her house, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and 
raiment; and ye shall put them upon your sons and 

upon your daughters: and ye shall spoil the Eevn- 
tians. ” 1 

Exodus 3:21-22 

“Speak now in the ears of the people, and let ev¬ 
ery man borrow of his neighbour, and every woman 
of her neighbour,jewels of silver andjewels of gold. ” 

Exodus 11:2 

And the children of Israel did according to the 
word of Moses; and they borrowed of the Egyptians 
jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment.” 

Exodus 12:35 

This tells us that they were to borrow. Borrow, contrary to 
how we define the word today, means ‘to demand or take ’ 
Why did God tell them to take these things? Because they 
had been working as slaves and didn’t get paid for it. They 


Salvation is the garment of a lamb’s skin. The lamb pro¬ 
tects our nakedness. When Adam and Eve sinned, God clothed 
them with the skin of a lamb and that is a picture ofredemp- 
twn by the Blood and that is the first garment that you get. 

ere are ten garments that God speaks of in the Bible. Look 
them all up. You need all ten before you are ready to meet the 
Lord. Salvation’s garment only gives you access to Him by 
Grace But to be brought before His very Throne, you must 
be clothed with fine linen, clean and white. Fine linen is quite 
a contrast to lambskin. The lambskin garment is a one-piece 
garment. Fine linen is made of flax and it has to go through an 
intricate process. This fine linen is called “the righteousness 
ofsamts [Rev, 19:8). Christ’s righteousness worked out in 
US is like a garment being woven. This takes time and submis¬ 
sion to God. As we go through the pricks and thorns of life 
God is stitching this garment. He is embroidering us. Through 
your trials and tests He is beautifying your inner man, to pre¬ 
pare you to see the King in His Glory. This is the garment that 
we need in order to meet the King. 

There was a man, Jesus said, who came to the supper, but 
e did not have on the nght garment ( Matt. 22:11) The wed¬ 
ding garment is the fine linen. He did not call this man a sin¬ 
ner. He said, “Friend, how earnest thou in hither not having 
a wedding garment?" (v. 12). He wasn't thrown into He] J 
outer darkness” is not Hell. Outer darkness is this world in 
contrast to the heaven world where they don't need the light of 
hesunormoon. Red el\ 0 i Matthew 22:1-13. Whenhesaid 
to bind him hand and foot, "it refers to hands which speak 
of the man s work, and feet which speak of his walk His 
work and his walk were not in the spirit. He was not fully 
qualified for that realm. The position of the firstborn is a posi¬ 
tion of spiritual worth. That is why we read that we are to 

‘Follow peace with all men, and holiness, with- 

out which no man shall see the Lord. ” 

Hebrews 12:14 
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Let’s look at some Scriptures that deal with the “firstborn.” 
The firstborn was the first son bom into a family. Adam and 
Eve’s firstborn was Cain. Isaac and Rebekah’s firstborn was 
Esau. God rejected Cain and Esau and accepted Abel and 
Jacob. The firstborn is that which we bring by our own ef¬ 
forts. When we are bom into this world, we are bom natu¬ 
rally first and then spiritually. You are first bom of the flesh, 
and when you are “bom again,” you are bom of the Spirit. 
First comes the natural and then the spiritual. The word Esau 
means ‘red’ or ‘hairy,’ and Jacob means ‘the replacer.’ God 
said, “ Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated” (Rom. 
9:13, Mai. 1:2-3). God hates the old nature of sin that is 
typified by Esau, but God loves the ‘replacer’ or the new na¬ 
ture. God said, ‘7 will put a new spirit within you” (Ezek. 
11:19). “If any man be in Christ, he is a new creation” (II 
Cor. 5:17). So, the Bible speaks of the old man and the new 
man. The old man is what we are by nature; the new man is 
what we are by grace. God rejects the old man, the firstborn, 
and accepts the new man, or second-bom. The firstborn be¬ 
ing slain represents man in his nature of sin. “The wages of 
sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). The old man must give way to the 
new man. May we marvel at the wisdom of our God! 

“And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Sane- 
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said, “The firstborn are Mine ” (Num. 3:13). They were to be 
fully given to God. Later, God said He would take the Levites 
to be like the firstborn unto Him (Num. 8:18). Now consider: 
there were twelve tribes. When the Israelites built a golden 
calf in the wilderness, and God was going to destroy them, 
Moses prayed for them and the Levites stood up for God. God 
said He would take the Levites to be the firstborn unto Him. 
They were to come closer to God and sit at the head and min¬ 
ister to Him. 


“And after that shall the Levites go in to do the 
service of the tabernacle of the congregation: and 
thou shall cleanse them, and offer them for an of¬ 
fering. For they are wholly given unto Me from 
among the children of Israel; instead of such as open 
every womb, even instead of the firstborn of all the 
children of Israel, have I taken them unto Me, For 
all the firstborn of the children of Israel are Mine, 
both man and beast: on the day that I smote every 
firstborn in the land of Egypt I sanctified them for 


ha m, of the child ren of Israel And I have given the 
Levites as a gift to Aaron and to his sons from among 
the children of Israel, to do the service of the chil¬ 
dren of Israel in the tabernacle of the congregation, 
and to make an atonement for the children of Is¬ 
rael: that there be no plague among the children of 
Israel when the children of Israel come nigh unto 
the sanctuary 


Numbers 8:15-19 


The children of Israel could not go into the Tabernacle with¬ 
out a priest. Only the High Priest could go into the Holy of 
Holies and the presence of God. The Levites had a closer 
association with God than the rest of the congregation. The 
Hebrews were all God’s people, but there were those who 



born of every creature. 

And He is the head of the body, the church: Who 
is the beginning, the Firstborn from the dead; that 
in all things He might have the preeminence.” 

Colossians 1:15,18 

“For Whom He did foreknow, He also did predesti¬ 
nate to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He 
might be the firstborn among many brethren.” 

Romans 8:29 

He is the first glorified human being. He is the first hu¬ 
man to arise from the dead in a glorified body. Moses and 
Elijah did not have that kind of body. Jesus was the ‘first¬ 
born among many brethren” He is going to bring forth 
many like Himself. But He is the first and He must have the 
preeminence in all things. He predates all things, He is the 
first of all things, the first of all Creation, the Source of all 
things. He is called our elder brother in one sense. 

Then the Scriptures speak of the church of the firstborn: 

“Rut ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the 
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and 
to an innumerable company of angels, To the gen¬ 
eral assembly and church of the firstb orn, which are 
written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and 
to the spirits of just men made perfect, And to 
Jesus...” 

Hebrews 12:22-24 

There is a firstborn church and a general church. In a fam¬ 
ily of sons, the firstborn had the preeminence, the others looked 
to him. So we have the firstborn church with the other sons 
making up the general assembly. Again, first the natural, and 
then the spiritual. This is how God gives it to us to under¬ 
stand. 



and barley, were used as a wave offering to God, The first¬ 
born is of the family of humans and cattle. Because we have 
not understood the purpose of the firstborn and firstfruits, there 
is a lot of confusion in the minds of God’s people about the 
end-time events. This is where the division comes. 

God wants a people today to present themselves fully to 
Him, but all of God’s people are not willing to go all out for 
Him. In Revelation 14:4, there is a company who are with 
the Lamb and are called “the firstfruits unto God and to the 
Lamb” A lot of people say that refers to the Israelites; how¬ 
ever, this is a different company from those in chapter 7. The 
company in Revelation 7:3-4 is called “servants,” and is pro¬ 
tected from the plagues. The company in Revelation 14:1 is 
not on earth, but on Mount Zion in the heavens. These are 
firstfruits; those who are first to become ripe, the first to come 
into the greater blessings He has. They are the “wise virgins” 
that go to meet the Lord first (Matt, 25:10); then the foolish 
virgins go at the close of the Tribulation. 

There are those whom He likened unto Noah and those 
whom He likened unto Lot. “As it was in Noah’s day” and 
“as it was in Lot’s day” (Matt. 24, Lk. 17). Why did He 
single out these two men? Because there is a difference in 
their “days.” When Noah entered into the ark, no one knew; 
but when Lot left Sodom he could be seen, because he was 
leaving in the morning (Gen. 19:15). When the Lord moves 
in this end time, He will come suddenly. There are two groups 
- those who go out to meet Him and those who go out at the 
end of the Tribulation. So we must understand the meaning 
of the firstborn before we can understand the tenth plague. 

Before the Flood came, there were two men whom God 
singled out for a special blessing - Enoch and Noah. Enoch 
was translated before the Flood came. Noah wasn’t trans¬ 
lated into heaven, for he had to go through the Headwaters. 
From one perspective, Noah, by going through the floodwa- 
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the firstborn were slain at midnight? Look up the Scriptures 
on “firstborn” and “midnight.” What is the “cry” that is going 

to go up in this end time? God is going to fulfill things in a 
greater measure. 

There are two more groups referred to in the Book of Rev¬ 
elation. There is the bride who is called to the wedding, and 
there are the guests who are invited to the wedding supper 
The wedding is not the same as the wedding supper. “And 
tte Spirit and the Bride say, Come ...” (Rev. 22:17). The 
Bride invites those to the wedding. The wedding supper is at 
ie close of the Tribulation. Before there can be a wedding, 
the Bride must make herself ready (Rev. 19:7). These are 
p; maples of truth that are given in the Word that we can un¬ 
derstand if we go by God’s pattern. There is the Bride and 
then the guests at the wedding supper - the wise virgins and 
the foolish virgins (Matt. 25:1-12): the man at midnight and 
ine children in bed (Lk. 11:5-8); the twelve baskets and the 
seven baskets; Noah and Lot; Enoch and Elijah. There are 
more of such patterns. The truth of God from the Book of 
Genesis to the Book of Revelation is backed up by His pat¬ 
terns. F 


tian firstborn were slain, but not the Israelite firstborn. This 
was due to God’s grace to the nation of Israel. Because the 
Israelite’s firstborn were spared, God required their firstborn 
as His possession. Without an appreciation of the firstborn, 
you cannot understand the significance of the tenth plague. 
Let us look into the firstborn of animals, primarily the ass. 
God said, “The firstborn of an ass is mine, but you can re¬ 
deem it. If you don’t redeem it, you must break its neck.” 
All the clean animals were offered in “sacrifice to” the Lord. 
The ass was considered an unclean animal, and unless the 
owner paid a price for an ass and gave it to the priest, the neck 
of that animal was to be broken. There are deep spiritual 
truths underlying these Laws that God gave His people. The 
matter of this ass being redeemed has a meaning for us as 
God’s children and even as human beings. The natural man 
is likened unto an ass in Job 11:12 : 

“For vain man would be wise, though man be 
born like a wild ass’s colt.” 

That is the natural man. Just as an ass is noted for its 
senselessness or stupidity, so is natural man that is foolish, 
even though he professes to be wise. 

“This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that 
ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in 
the vanity of their mind, Having the understanding 
darkened, being alienated from the life of God 
through the ignorance that is in them, because of 
the blindness of their heart. ” 

Ephesians 4:17 

An ass is unclean by nature, and God forbad the Israelites 
to eat the flesh of an ass. It was used for service for man, not 
as a sacrifice to God. 

“And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and 
saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with 
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and cast forth beyond the gates of J ermalem. ” 

Jeremiah 22:19 

Jesus Christ, when He suffered for us, suffered without the 
gates of Jerusalem. He had no sm, but He became sin for us. 
The natural man cannot enter into the spiritual realm; he has to 
be bom again. Zechciriah 9:9 gives us hope, however. 

“Rejoice greatly, G daughter of Zion; shout, O 
daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh 
unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, 
and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of 
an ass. ” 

Jesus rode on an ass (Jn. 12:14). That shows us there is 
Bu hope for the natural man until he comes under the control 
of Jesus Christ. But there is hope for those of us who have 
Jesus for their Lamb. Praise the Lord! Thank you, Jesus, for 
becoming the Lamb! 

Ishmael, in Genesis 16:12 , is called a “wild man” - a “wild 
ass of a man.” Ishmael was the firstborn of Abraham, typify¬ 
ing the natural man. When you were born into this world, 
you were bom of the natural order; but when you are bom 
again, you are bom of the spiritual order. The natural man is 
a wild ass. The new man will receive the nature of the Lamb, 
and we are redeemed by the Blood of the Lamb. 

God called Israel His firstborn. 

“And thou shall say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith 
the Lord, Israel is My son, even My firstborn . ” 

Exodus 4:22 

God’s firstborn is in contrast with man’s firstborn. Man’s 

firstborn is like a wild ass; but the firstborn of God is greater 

than man’s. 

"Audi my unto thee, Let My son go, that he may 


for the firstborn, by giving him a double portion of 
all that he hath: for ke is the beginning of his 
strength; the right of the firstborn is his 

Deuteronomy 21:15 

This was a law God gave. When you look at it from a 
natural standpoint, Esau should have had the blessing; Cain 
should have been blessed. The reason God bypassed those is 
to show us that the natural firstborn are like the natural first¬ 
born in Egypt. The firstborn in Egypt typify the natural man 
and the natural man is subject to death. The spiritual man 
cannot die. The spiritual man is under the shelter of the Blood 
of the Lamb. 

God wants us to see a more important principle concern¬ 
ing the firstborn. You may claim the firstborn position in 
your family, but that does not qualify you to receive the double 
portion. The father could change his mind because the con¬ 
duct of the firstborn was not becoming. This is seen in the 
twelve sons of Jacob. Reuben was the natural firstborn. The 
last-bom was Benjamin. Reuben was the son of the first wife; 
Joseph was the firstborn of the second wife. Jacob loved 
Rachel more than Leah. According to the previous Scripture, 
Reuben should get the inheritance, but he forfeited it, because 
of his immoral behavior. 

“Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel; because 
thou wentest up to thy father’s bed; then defiledst 
thou it: he went up to my couch 

Genesis 29:4 

The birthright was then given to Joseph.... 

“Now the sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel 
(for he was the firstborn; but, forasmuch as he de¬ 
filed his father’s bed, his birthright was given unto 
the sons of Joseph the son of Israel: and the geneal- 
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“And it shall be, that the firstborn which she 
beareth shall succeed in the name of his brother 
which is dead, that Ms name be net put out of Is¬ 
rael” 

O 

Deuteronomy 25:6 

If a man died, his brother was to go in to his wife, and bear 
offspring to bear the dead brother’s name. This is brought 
out in the Book of Ruth. Obed, the son of Ruth and Boaz, 
continued the name of Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, who had 
died. So the firstborn made the name of the dead to live. Jesus 
Christ is called the firstborn, and we were dead when He came 
to raise us up from the dead. He said, “i am come that they 
might have life, and that they might have it more abun¬ 
dantly” (Jn. 10:10). The firstborn is to continue the name of 
the dead. Jesus Christ fulfills that role, but there is a com¬ 
pany that He is bringing forth who are going to fill this role of 
the firstborn. They are going to be promoted to a high realm 
m the Kingdom, even as Joseph was exalted to the throne, 
and even as Ephraim became ‘double fruitfulness.’ God is 
showing us that from Genesis to Revelation the same prin¬ 
ciple applies. With reference to fruits, the word firstborn is 
not used. But the word “firstfruits” is used: 


“Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with 
the firstfruits of all thine increase: So shall thy barns 
befitted with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out 
with new wine. ” 

Proverbs 3:9,10 


We read of the bringing of the firstfruits unto God, but the 
firstfruits of the crop was not the entire crop. It was the por¬ 
tion that ripened first. When you have an apple tree, only a 
ew of the apples get ripe first; usually the ones in the top¬ 
most branches that are more exposed to the light. God shows 
us again: first the natural, then the spiritual. How many of us 
aw 1 w: 11 mg to he exposed to the “Sun of Righteousness ” (Mai. 
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the earth” - these were “not defiled with women; for they are 
virgins,” Do you think these people are just males? Remem¬ 
ber this Book is written in “sign language,” Remember, male 
and female speak of the spirit and the soul. The spirit speaks 
of the will, and the sou! of the emotion. The will should rule, 
not the emotion. Sin came in through Eve and she ruled over 
Adam, when emotion gave way to reason. That is where the 
trouble started, so God referred to males and not females. To 
be masculine means to be spiritual; to be feminine means to be 
souhsh or emotional. So this group of people in this Scripture 
are those who are moving in the spirit. You can be a man and 
move in the flesh, and you can be a woman and move in the 
spirit. God wants us to move in the spirit, and not in our emo¬ 
tions. 

„ Wh f t does God mean when He says that they were “not de¬ 
nied with women”? There are two women mentioned in Revela¬ 
tion. One is Mystery Babylon and the other is Jezebel, and both 

are harlots. They represent false systems or false religions. So 

this group is not defiled with these types of women. They were 
not in bondage to confusion and to false religion. They were not 
subject to their soulish desires. For you to be married to a woman 
means that you join to your soul and you allow your soul to gov¬ 
ern you rather than the spirit quickened by the Holy Spirit They 
were spiritually minded, which is Life and Peace. To be carnally 
minded is death (Rom. 8:6). 

“...These were redeemed from among men, be¬ 
ing the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb <» 

Revelation 14:4 

Look at their spiritual qualifications: 

“In their mouth was found no guile: for they are 
without fault before the throne of God. ” 

Verse 5 

They are virgins and they “follow the Lamb whithersoever 



Lord knew her, but He didn’t know Mary yet, and that is why 
she had to sit at His feet. 

When Jesus came to raise Lazarus, who came out first to 
meet the Lord? Martha; and it was she who came and told 
Mary, “The Master is come and callethfor thee” (Jn. 11:28). 
Martha was the elder sister and Mary was the younger. Mar¬ 
tha means ‘the elect’ or ‘sober.’ Martha is the elect lady; 
Mary is the younger sister. God is showing us that in the 
Church there are those like Martha and those like Mary. 
Martha is to help Mary, and Mary is to assist Martha. It is 
one body, but there are functions in this body. In the natural 
family, the elder helps the younger and there is harmony. This 
is brought out in the Song of Solomon when the bride says, 

“We have a little sister, and she hath no breasts .... 

1 am a wall, and my breasts are like towers....” 

Song of Solomon 8:8,10 

She is showing her spiritual growth by the grace of God; 
her younger sister has not developed yet, but she will in due 
time. Just as when you reap a harvest of apples, all the apples 
don’t become ripe at one time, but there are those which ripen 
before the others. 

What time did the tenth plague occur? Midnight. 

“And it came to pass, that at midnight the Lord 
smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the 
firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto the 
firstborn of the captive that was in the dungeon; and 
all the firstborn of cattle.” 

Exodus 12:29 

What does “midnight” mean in the Word of God? Mid¬ 
night in the natural is gross darkness. It is a picture of the 
darkness that will cover the earth. Remember, the ninth plague 
involved gross darkness. In the days to come when the super- 



powers are engaged in atomic war, we are going to see literal 
blackouts in many parts of the world. 

“And it came to pass at midnight, that the man 
was afraid, and turned himself: and, behold, a 
woman lay at his feet.” 

Ruth 3:8 

Ruth was in a position of rest at midnight at the feet of 
Boaz. 

“And at m id nig ht there was a cry made, Behold, 
the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him .” 

Matthew 25:6 

“And Samson lay till midnight, and arose at mid- 
night, and took the doors of the gate of the city, and 
the two posts, and went away with them, bar and all, 
and put them upon his shoulders, and carried them 
up to the top of an hill that is before Hebron.” 

Judges 16:3 

Notice the gates were destroyed at midnight. 

“And He said unto them, Which of you shall have 
a friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, and say 
unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves.” 

Luke 11:5 

The man in need at midnight is shown here. 

“And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang 
praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them.” 

Acts 16:25 

At the midnight hour, praises were sung and an earthquake 
came at midnight. 

“For where your treasure is, there will your heart 
be also. 




firstborn. God is telling us that when this happens, '‘Pharaoh” 
will have to decide to let the “Israelites” go. Pharaoh is a type 
of Satan. Satan has been persecuting the Church. But when 
God employs His master strategy in that hour, the power of 
Satan is going to be broken and His people are going to have 
greater freedom than we have ever had, and we will see a 
greater deliverance. We are going to see a ministry of the 
Church that has exceeded all past ministries! Satan will not 
take it lightly. Pharaoh allowed them to go, but he pursued 
them to the Red Sea. That symbolizes the intense persecu¬ 
tion coming against Christians. Just as the Early Church en¬ 
countered, there will be a great persecution. We are living in 
the closing hours of this age of grace. God wants us to be 
ready for these days. Be watchful! See how this tenth plague 
is connected with God’s secret work concerning the firstborn. 

Then in Exodus 14:13-14, we read: 

“And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, 
stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which 
He will shew to you today: for the Egyptians whom 
ye have seen today, ye shall see them again no more 
for even The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall 
hold your peace. ” 

And, “If God be for us, who can be against us?” (Rom. 
8 : 31 ). “We are more than conquerors through Him that 
loved us” (Rom. 8:37). America will be brought to her knees 
in the coming days and will see that only God can be her 
help. And God is going to turn the tide against the Beast 
forces. That is seeing the Exodus drama from a prophetic 
standpoint. 

What is this death angel that comes at midnight? It is the 
atomic weapon and the atomic radiation which will be let 
loose on the earth. Only those that are sheltered under the 
Blood of Christ and are fully under His control will be spared 
from the radiation effect. There is much more that will be 



were entitled to that money. Abraham was given that promise 
by God in Genesis 15:13-14 : 

“And He said unto Abram, Know of a surety that 
thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, 
and shall serve them: and they shall afflict them four 
hundred years; And also that nation, whom they shall 
serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come 
out with great substance. ” 

So what God promised Abraham He fulfilled; because He 
told Moses, “I AM the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob” 
(Ex. 3:6); I AM the God of covenant relationship. And He 
honored His Word to the Israelites. 

Would God give those four references about a matter and 
not seek to tell us something about it? What is the signifi¬ 
cance of their leaving Egypt with jewels of silver, jewels of 
gold, and raiment? God is telling us that if you are to make 
your exodus from earth to heaven, if you are going to join the 
Lord in the translation, you can’t go empty. You can only go 
on the ground of the Blood, but you also have to be dressed! 
The gold speaks of that which is of the nature of God. Gold 
represents spiritual virtues - the fruit of the Spirit. Silver is 
connected with redemption. Silver represents the soul quali¬ 
ties. Remember Joseph had a coat of many colors; that coat 
is a picture of the soul that is beautiful in the sight of God. 
These speak of spiritual qualities and redemption. God wants 
to loose us from our bad habits. He wants to make our souls 
beautiful. Sometimes we get angry, but we know it is not 
right. David said, “Why are thou disquieted within me, soul?" 
(Ps. 42:5,11, 43:5). He addressed his soul. “Jewels of sil¬ 
ver” means the soul must be redeemed. Remember redemp¬ 
tion affects the soul first, and then the body. The beautiful soul 
raiment speaks of the Nature of God. When you receive Jesus 
Christ, you obtain the garment of salvation. 
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This is not your self-effort; this is yielding to God to work “in 
you both to will and to do of His good pleasure ” (Phil. 2:13). 

The Israelites needed jewels of silver, jewels of gold, and 
raiment, and then they were ready for their departure. When 
they crossed tne Red Sea, they sang the song of redemption. 

“Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this 
song unto the Lord, and spake, saying, I will sing 
unto the Lord, for He hath triumphed gloriously: 
the horse and his rider hath He thrown into the sea. 

The Lord is my strength and song, and He is be¬ 
come my salvation: He is my God, and I will prepare 
Him an habitation; my father’s God, and 1 will exalt 
Him. ” 

Exodus 15:1 

(Read this whole song in Exodus 15.) 

Now turn to Revelation 15 and see how this is to be ful¬ 
filled in our day. The Israelites overcoming Pharaoh is also 
a picture.,.. 

“And 1 saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with 
fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the 
beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and 
over the number of his name, stand on the sea of 
glass, having the harps of God. And they sing the 
song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of 
the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are Thy 
works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy 
ways, thou King of saints.” 

Revelation 15:2 

The Israelites crossed the Red Sea, and John the Revelator 
saw the overcomers standing on a sea of glass. Then the saints 
will thank God for His works of judgment. His mighty works 
of power, and they will thank God for His just and true ways. 
When God judges, no man can come against Him and the 



Let us look at Moses as a type of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Moses was one of the great Bible characters. God details for 
us m Exodus Moses’ birth first, and then He shows us Moses’ 
life, ministry, and the way he delivered Israel from Egypt and 
his dealings with the Israelites in the wilderness. God re¬ 
corded for us Moses’ death and burial. He showed us Moses’ 
coming back to earth a second time on the Mount of Trans¬ 
figuration. Therefore, this man must be important! Very few 
Bible characters have their birth and death recorded. After 
they are dead, we usually don’t read any more about them. 
Moses is probably the most talked-about man in the entire 
Bible, apart from Jesus Christ; David is referred to many times 
in the Bible, but his birth is not recorded. 

Moses’ life covered three phases, or three periods, of forty 
years. The first forty years he thought he was a somebody. 
The next forty years he discovered he was a nobody. In the 
last forty years he found out God could use a nobody to be¬ 
come a somebody! Forty is the number of trial and testing to 
bring forth fruit. Four is the number of the earth. There are 
many forties in the Bible. 

To see a picture showing that Moses portrays the life of 




